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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today is January 
11th, 2002. The time is 10:45 hours. This 
is Battalion Chief Frank Congiusta of the 
Safety Division of the New York City Fire 
Department. I'm conducting an interview 
with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER JOHNSON: My name is Tyrone 
Johnson, firefighter first grade, assigned 
to Ladder 24. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Of the New York City 
Fire Department. We're at the quarters of 
Ladder 24, and this interview is regarding 
the events of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Tyrone, would you please tell your 
story. 

A. Okay. As the day started off, I came 
to work early. I was milling around house watch. 
Maybe about quarter to we were in house watch 
watching the TV. We saw the hole in the building 
of the north tower. At that time we didn't know 
what was going on, so we were just watching, 
watching. Then we saw the plane hit the south 


tower. After that we got dispatched to go down 
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to the World Trade Center. 

I was chauffeur that day for Ladder 24. 
We went down the West Side Highway. I stopped 
the rig maybe two blocks away from the command 
post. We got our gear together, walked to the 
command post and waited for our orders. 


AS we were waiting for our orders, our 


company -- 

Q. This is the command post on West 
Street? 

A. On West Street, the command post on 


West Street. We passed up the Fire Commissioner 
and Mayor Giuliani at the time. At that time we 
were standing outside for a little while. It was 
a bad sight because we were watching people 
jumping out of the building. At that time they 
told everybody to go to the back of the command 
post, which is a garage, to the rear of the 
command post, and wait for our orders. 

Then maybe about five, ten minutes 
later, we were ordered to go into the Marriott 
Hotel. At that time the company and three other 
companies in front of us went inside the Marriott 


Hotel. 
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Once we got inside the hotel, we met a 
chief. I don't remember what chief it was. He 
gave us the command just relax for a while before 
you find out what you want us to do. 

(Interruption. ) 

A. At the time we were waiting for our 
command to go to the Marriott. We went to the 
Marriott. We got inside the lobby. The chief 
told us take your gear off, relax, until you find 
out what you want us to do. 

Maybe 10 or 15 minutes later he gave us 
the command put the gear on because we're getting 
ready to head upstairs. There were about three 
companies in front of us. We were the last 
company to go up the steps. Maybe about five 
minutes into the process of going up the steps, 
that's when the building collapsed on us. 

At that time we were thrown all around 
the place. Guys were laying around, covered up. 
I was messed up and covered up. Beams were 
thrown. Guys were injured. Just maybe a quick 
couple minutes -- it seems like a lifetime, 
though -- a few minutes I uncovered myself, got a 


hold of the rest of the guys in the company and 
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we found our way out of the building. 

We just searched our way out. We saw 
the light, and we crawled out of the building. 

Q. Did you have to crawl up? 

A. We had to crawl down, maybe down half a 
floor, and then crawl up to get out the door. 
Once we got out of the building, we started 
walking towards the water, which is on the West 
Side Highway. At that time walking maybe we ran 
across other firemen milling around. 

Then we heard another rumble. Then I 
turned to my left and looked up. It was the 
second tower coming down. After that we just 
ran, ran, ran, ran. A black cloud of smoke just 
caught up to us while we were running towards the 
water. We got covered again. I got knocked down 
and covered again. I got up and made my way to 
the ambulance and I was taken to the hospital. 

Basically that's it. 

Q. Is there anything else you want to say? 

A. I'm trying to think. It was like four 
companies that were in the lobby with us at the 
time. I only noticed two companies, Ladder 24 


and 22 Truck. The other two companies, I didn't 
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see them leave the building. 

But just to get out of the building, we 
had to lime over the beams, crawl through holes, 
all kinds of rubbish to get out of the building. 
Half the hotel was gone. Half the hotel was 
gone. We just happened to be lucky we were in 
the half that didn't fall down. We just climbed 
out. 

Q. Okay. Thank you, Tyrone, for your 
cooperation. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: It's 11:05, and this 


concludes the interview. 


